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Frun NETZER

The Palaces Built by Herod — A Research Update

Research on Herod’s palaces has come a long way in the last thirty yvears. The
previously slim evidence, based mainly on the descriptions of Flavius Josephus
and on some visible remains at sites such as Masada and Herodium, has given way
to a fairly full and vivid picture of the extensive, elaborate network of palaces built
by the builder-king, Herod the Grear, during his long reign (37-4 B. C.). Signifi-
cantly absent are archeological data from Herod's central palace in Jerusalem,
which was apparently hus largest and most magnihicent one. But here too, thanks
to the information supplied by Josephus, as well as by analogy to some of Herod’s
other palaces, the picture we have today is far more lustrative. The following is a
short review ot the network of palaces as they are presently known to us:

JERICHO

The intensive excavations directed by this author between 1973 and 1987 ac the
site of Tulul Abu el-’Alayiq in the western plain of Jericho!, in addition 10 earlier
excavations carried out by other scholars, especially J. L. Kelso and D, C. Baramlki
in 1950 and J. B. Pritchard in 19512, have disclosed a superb picture of a site. It
became clear that Tulul Abu el-’Alayiq served both as a winter resort and as a
palacial center from the days of the tirst Hasmonean king, John Hyrcanus [ (132-
104 B.C.), and up to the mid-first century A.D., in the Herodian period. The

1 E. Merzer, The IHasmonean and Herodian Wincer Palaces a1 Jericho, IE] 25, 1975, 89-100;
idem, The Swimmung Pools of the Hasmonean Penod at Jericho, Fretz-Isracl 18, 1983, 344
kLY kin Hebrew; l"'ng]il.h \::ruinn puHihh-::ci m: Mitectlune e des eichrweeiss Instinurs Braun-
schweig, Heft 3‘}' 1986); idem, Architecture in Palaestina Prior and During the Days of Herod
the Grear, Akren des XIIL Internationalen Kongresses fir Klassische —"srr:h.u:-]c:-;,:-r. Berlin 1988
(1990} 37-50; wem, The Winter Palaces of tl‘.IL Judean Kings at Jericho ac the Fnd of The
Secomd 'l'l..'rnplr: Period, BASOR 228, 1977, 1-13; idem, Preliminary Report on the Joint
Jericho Excavation Project (with E, M. Meyers), BASOR 228, 1977, 15-27; idem, Migvaot
(Ritual Baths) of the Sccond Temple Period ac Jericho, Qadmoniot 11, 1978, 54-59 (in
Hebrew): idem, Recent Investigations in the Winter Palaces at Jericho, Qadmomot 15, 1982,
22=-29 (in Hebrew); idem, Water Channels and a Roval Esizte from the Lare Hellenisoe Pernod
in the Western Pluns of [ericho, Mitteilungen des Lewchtwess Instituts Braunschweig, Heft 82,
1984, 1-12; idem, The Hasmonean Building Projeces, in: A, Kasher et al. (eds.), Greeee and
Rome in Erete-1smacl {1989) 212-229.

Sce: ], L. Kelso and D. C. Baramki, Excavations at New Testament Jericho and Khirbet En
Nitla, AASOR 29730, 1949-1951 (1955); |. B. Pritchard, The Excavations at Herodian
Jericho, 1951, AASOR 32733, 1958,
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sire, that was almoat -L'll.:ll1'l|::l|L'|:L'|_'!,' floanred n cras sectr -:':":||_5|.5 9, 10}, [t shape was
ulentical w thar of the fust palace and siular 1o siyle w 2o "“Cormthian ke,
This wing alsc had & Roean-strle bathhouse (hg. 113

Three of the palace’s wings were located on the sonthern side of the wadi: a
lavish, formal garden {the “Sunken Garden”, figs. 7. 12); a huge poal {40 % 90 m)
for swimming and boating; and 2 unique stewetere buih on g of an artificaal
mound (g 7). At the top of this mound, specially conscructed for that purpose,
stoad aeurcular hall, abeut 16 moan dinmeter, shaped like the Temple of Menoetin
Batae. Beneanh dus cireular hall was a small bathhouse in Boman styvle, recalling in
it Lnention the bachhowss of the |aver tsimace of Masid's Morfhesn Baacs. The
ascent to this hall was via a staircase buile over arches, hke a bodge (fg. 7

The ].'al.'ll'miﬂ:.",:_ of 1this |.‘:-.a|.'.'||:r." -'."-'.‘:IlT'lFl]L":l.', COVETIN AN Arca of abowt three hecrars, 15
cactstancing. Tarmnoniowsly Laid oo warh Wadl Qe dnoas centee, all its Lnes are
parallel and perpendicular, taking inte acccunt the wadi with its seasonal flow of
water, Sprcial care was given o the desipn of a series of colonnades on the
nexrthern shore, some flanking the norhern wing and some the kill 1o s sede, 2n
architectural echo ro the imaginarrve sunken garden on the wads's soathern shere
{Fm.'i. &, 70 The southern acobioal mound wath the rounded Ball on s o P, served
as an oustanding aschitectural Joeal point for the new complex as well as for the
whele compound. Ths building, f the author's reeonstruction 15 eorrect i, 7), i
ene af Herod"s muost exciting innovations, unique in its kind and charactanste of
Herenl's original architecture,

The 11r‘:i|.'|'|l{' L'-f:ll'l'lFl]lt?.‘ ﬁfJEl‘lE]]Lﬁ'ﬁ. .H.'ll'.lll'.!.ll.'l'er.lrr.IE.. knawn I:L:-:J:u]' as Tell es-Samarar,
wall be ineluded i thas SLTVEY .'|]I:|'.|-|.:-|.1§|1 1k 1% i A L'.-:.al.;m-t‘_'-1 It s clwrectlv relaved o the
pralaces, in hgb of dhe specal charaever of Jenche as o winter reson fl!IlI:'JE'I'I.:I'-.:]JLm"-'.
aristocracy (in addion to its funcdons as a garden ciey and a substantial agri-
cultural center). A hippodrome, theater and amphicheater in Jericha, 2ll men-
rinmed by Josephus in relaton with poliveal evens dose to Herol's death®, were
.'-Ii'.l|.‘:l.1|r'-:.|'.|['|'}' part of one l:'J-LII.F:I.i'I:I:II'.'IiI.‘.lE |.:-L|||-:'|i|1g prosect which included an arcibicial
mound, L-:.I-L:Iu.:r"lﬁ Tell ex-Samarae {Fg. L3, In the exsavanons carred out here |_'|r|.- ithe
authow in E975-76, the tell and the boundarcies ofa larpe kevelod course (3202 83 m
i size, fig. 14), seretched beside and to the sowdh of che ell, sreee studied.

Tell es-Samarar (10-12 m high} proved o be artfical. This mound in fact
eonssts of the remams of the substructure (comsasted of mud-bnck walls and fills|
of a bualdin g which has pracrically dissppeared. The soubern parcod the mound is
shaped in the form of a theater's ceves, 70 m in diameter (fig. 133:all the henches,
which could have aceemmudated some 3000 spectatars, have disappeared, Be-
hnd the cave was o bullding measuring about 70 % 70 m, which apparcnthy
comsisted of a large penstyle courtyard and rooms m s norch, Chaly & few ashlacs

3 heuw: E ["u:l..'.-::r._J"h.-:' Hlpp-:h:'h.'.ml' r|'|.11 1 [-e_rn-.:l 'I::|,.|I|: '||:_| |:-.-'|-:: hn, IZ_,!'.a,ujn'_:mu_'n_ I3, 1940, 104- IEI-'-'

F Ty [ e iy [ = Dat e T T e g e L E L et I | o mrs s =



208 E. Merzer

eradition of building winter palaces here wasfirsc crystallized by the Hasmoneans.
Maoweower, they should be eredired with introdueing e Palestine, and pertaps even
|:.-|:]."-.'_|-n-|:|. s borders, the intensive use of |.‘:-.‘|l||:i|.1.1-; andd swimming _|_:-|::|{:||:. winch
comprised cne of the most cutstanding feasures of the Hasmonean palaces here,
and later in Herad®s palaces as well.

In Jericho of Herod®s time we can numbser three palaces, which apparcntely
pvenrually functioned as a smple winoer palace compound;

1. e firse padace, built around 35 B.C., excavated by Pricchard and meerpreted
b b as an Gymnagiwm?,
2. The second palace, built arund 25 B.C., abowe the ruins of che Hasmonean
alace, and discovered and excavated by the authar.
3. The thind _II:Jn:-h'.!rh'.'l:', the 'T-'.'II.'J:E::E vefarvelet ez F""I“"-'"-'n bailt around 15 B.C., and
excavated panly by Eelso and Baramki and partly by the author,

The fost palace was a rectangular stucture, 37 X 46 m in gre, buil around theee
sides of a penistyle courcyard (fig. 13, The banililing inchuded, amon gsc ather
elements, a large eaclineem, a Roman-style bathhouse, and & rimal bach.

The second palece was bult a5 a mulir-leveled complex (fig. 2). Builc wpon the
rums of the Hasmonean palace compound, it made use of same of its sorimming-
poods (fig, 3. Toro of these, first built by Alexander Janmacus (103-76 B C.), were
now cambined into one pool, 32 X018 moin size, surrounded by formal gardens,

The palaes’s main structare, to its east, was divided into two parts. The upper
level included varicus rooms built on three sides of a peristvle courtyard. To the
nowth was 3 goup of reoms with an exedra an the centre, npening into the
courtyard through a disirfos i wnee To the south of the conrvard were a large
toom, probably a sicliies, and two groups of rooms, apparemtle dwelling
compartments, on each side. All the roams o the south were onginally covered
with frescoes, best prescrved in the soclnies (fig, 41 Flanking the upper level, oo
the south, was a veranda, probably roofed w form a perieo.

The lowes levelincluded a swimming-pool measaring 20 12,5 m, firstbuilt by
the Hasmoneans byt now surrounded with collonades, Adiacens o ic, various
rooms were now added, some probably serving as dressing roams. Close to the
pool, on the nge of a small ganden, a Roman-spde bathhouse was also beilt
(Bg. 5). The garden, located juxt under the veranda menooned above, induded a
F 2T m poal built as a swimming pool dunng the Hasmonegan period, bur naw
apparently used only for decorative purposes.

The thim palece was the largest and most elaborare of the cheee [figs. 6. 7).
Architects, arugans wnd builders fram distant conntries wndeubedly ook QA i
Itg mns:_mclim]*. The palace was built on both sides of Wads Qﬂc,-wir_h a bridge
connectng thern, The main wing was north of che wadi (fig. 5 and included
VRCICTY _nf rivomms and halls. Iv had an custanding grand sighinies, 19 2 29 m in

-’!' 3:‘{'. I'_I'.i‘l:-:h-1ﬂ'| I:r'|!.||.-'_' P TELE




The Malaces Built by Forod il

Herodium corsisss of owe pants, the mouniin and the area at the ke of the
montam (fg. 16). The “Mountam Palace-Fomress”, situated on the summi, wias 1
et original droubar structure, partially bosed immediately wpen complenon by
an artifial cone-shapod movmain, The crcular bukloog hencaned manly a5 an
innmane, exonc palase wing (g, 177, vet alzo served 2% a forteess, intended o pee
veet the Jing and his guests while residing in dhs sive, Inadditon, iwas also meant to
GEEWE &5 L [ToMnent {|1L'.r||r||;'-:-i oven a kind of Irane teaml: monummsenc ,:':?J-LJ':.-'.'-.".-'_.';:I that
wwmld he visible from a preat distance, in particular froom axenans of Jenisilom.,

The cirenlar building was suerounided by foue wwers, three of which were sems-
circular and the fourth, wstern ane, fully circular (g, 18). This kst rowrer was Lhe
rallest (40-45 m in heizhe), and. m our opinion, belonyged w the series of mubi-
staried towers built by Herod, the most outsanding amaony them |.!'l::i.|'.||.|" Phasael,
Hippicus and Mariammne, towers buil adjacent o the king's pakace in Jeruwialem
(hig, 33). These towers are amongst the most imaginanive masvanions ingroduced
bw Heroed in his many building projeces. They combined the functions of abserva-
miem and defen e with mval residental unins. They may also have ghen cepression
1 @ clesire for verical elements!' .

It Lower Flersdium extensive palace wings were built, along with service srings
andd the biving quarters of those who administered the Toparchy. s most hkely
thar b re ton was Herod's place of burial, though the tomb issellhas not yet been
discowered. The major palace wing was, it seemns, an encrmous building, (the
“large palace™), 133 ¥ 35 m in sze, locaned north of the mountain and alomig the
same axis. However, very liode has remained of s large buillding, but for
Frundacions and substructures.

Ar the very centre of Lower Herodium was a huge peol, 70 % 46 man size
(fig. 1%, This pesal apparernly served several purposes: tor swimming; for sailing
small beats: and as 4 water reservoirn, Tt ala scrved as a landscape elernent thar
ter a great cxtent determined the ennre charerer of Lower Herodiom. The pool
sizod in the middle of a |..I.I:'];¢ formal ;E,T-IJT!-E'I.'I., 145 % 110 m m size, surrounded
b coslonnades along theee of its sides (g, 19. 20). Along two enils of the garden,
{east and west], clongated halls in the nawre of pallerics, each measunng abou
|18 9 m, were constrected.

This “poal complex™ was surrounded on theee sades (o the south, thie west and
sspcinlly the narh, by dosely spuced buldings. Only futore excrranons will
provide us with a more derailed pieture of these wings, In the meanume, we can
paoint only o a few structures known s b

[. A bathhouse, in Roman style, sivuared south-weat of the pool comples: itis the
lirpest of the hathhouses exposed to date in Herod's palaces, and had mosaic
Hoors and hescoes (g 21).

3 A strvroam and service area, discovered northewoest ot the L-.:".-mp]:-:-r.

5. Twa residential buildings, which most likely were some of dwe Toparchy
adminisrative buldings, exch contained a srmall bathhouse in the Boman style.

12 Seer Meceer, Qedem 13, 1731, 79-84.



3o F. Merer

svones and onc eolumi diam, the latter decorared wrich freseo, biave survived fram
the building iself. Unble the mwo amabcial mounds m Tolul abu -E|-’|'-'I.]:_'|'|.l:i.|'_-_|,| this
momnd-shaped 1in was origmally surrounded by vertical ashlar walls. The
funcrion of the vanished building may only be surmised - either 2 palagial pddier
(such as a receprion wing) or o gymsessen (g, 15).

The rectangrular courste south of the tell, thafing its aas wth the cemer g5 well ac
che building behind, was bounded by walls. Mo evidence was found for any
benches around this eouese, thovgh it may have been sarrenmded by colommades,
in the maoner of the COTRCINITary staclmm I;'ﬁi.Pl.:l.'FCIJ 2t Sebaser-Samana. The
arca between the caoes and the eouwrse might have been ongnally dawared,
Fumctiong when necessary a8 a stage {perhaps wirh merable wooden walls),

This wnugue combined structure was apparendy buth we setwe a5 3 sme suieable for
huarese and charior races, athlene games, wresding and music, a5 noued h_u].;:u;.._-p]m&i[.
reference w the gumes eswblished by Herod in honowr of Augusis a Jengzalem
and Cacsarca Marinima”, Tt may be the enly srroerore in the classcal warkd that
combines a hippodrome, 2 theater and perhaps cven 3 gwssnasiony, reflecnng the
urquee aproach of Herod owards building projects. In any event, in thie audwarcs
npnio, all the abave mentoned cvents took place in this cutstanding cdifice,

HerOoDIUM

Incensive excavations have been carfied oot ar this IGe, Brsr by Fatfpes W, Corbi,
who excavared che summn i 1962-67%, and later, during 197187, by the aviber,
who worlked mainly o Lower Herodiom, at the foot of the movntain, o s
nonh?,

Herodmm, sicuated on the edge of the Judean desert, one of the builder-lings
maost catsranding sites and the only one beanng s name, was a mulo -purpose
complex. Its use as a palace was undoubredly s most obvious functon in the
evryiday life, However, as one may learn from Flavius Josephas, the basic oompe
of Herodium stemmed from Herod's desire wo mmmonalee himesel and be lured
there, kllowing the fateful cvenes that rock place here in the year 41 B.C= I any
event, this extensive, ehborate palace formed the famewerk for the sie 252
whaole. Herodium also served as the capital of Toparchy, which Herod apparemly
eransterved from Beir-Zur in avder o populare the site with loval abizens?!,

T Soe: Ao XY B 1; XVIG, 1

1 Sew W, Corbo, CHerodion @ Giabal Furidds, Liber Anouns 13, 1963, 219277 idem.
[ Hervdion d Crabal Fureidis, Liber Anrows 17, 1967, 5-121; idean, Gl alifici 47, repga-
torvezed (Herodion I 1989). Some additional excavations on the moustain were crried mm i
1968 by (3. Foerser, Horodiom, TET 1%, 1969, 123-124 (MNotes and News),

% Sev; E. Metzer, Grearer Herodinm, Oledem 13, 1981 ddew, Herediam - 4y Aschaalugical
Cruide (1987],

10 Sec: B 13, 8; Ane MIV 13,0

1T Jew: MNeeeer, Caxlem 13, 1981, 184-5,
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oo and o storease, close o the emmance of the bulding, The central room,
12 % B m in siete, baile on che same axs as che large pool, apparemly served as a
prrcimm. This rocan contained a neh mesaie Hoar, imicanng opas seetele (b, 24,
ned e orignal one of the racm, whach should probably be dated o the Grst
century AL The sw 111.1|:|:|.|:|||':';J.u'|-|:|| Wy 'I_FI]J'LTL:III:I} surrounded ]:l'." cabonnades on
three sides, wich recrangular “boxes® our inte the bedrock berween the ealumng,
maast hkely serving as flowerpats,

This pal ace, nirdloubst, is one of the palacial buikdings mendcned by Josephus, at
the wery beginning of his rather deratled descrpeion of Caesares [fy. 25719, The
Premonvary Palace conmnued m use for a long period, apparendy howsing the
R oaman gowerners arf the prewinee?”,

THe [DeserT FORTRESSES

We will now brielly review the comples of palaces whach compnsed the necwarls
of fortificd-palaces, also known as the “deseri-fortresses™, which ran along dhe
Jordan walley and the shores of che Diead Seatd. Here again, historieal evidenee,

mLerily bul.:-phn.al by Josephus, bas been renforced by the archacological research.

All ot these sites, 'l:l'l_'ll'l1 Alexandemaim i the nosth to Masada m the souch, =rere
pmlmllﬂjr' firse buil by the Hasmanean kings and later rebuile or expanded by
Flenodd.

RE I

Mlasada 15 the largest and che best-known amongse the desert-forresses. Here,
theer stages of building wers exposed, all of them probably dating from Herod's
ame™, though the aructures of the Hes stage, buile around 35 B.C., reflect
Hellenimic-Hasmonean elements and are strikingly simalar wo che twin palaces
Bt at che Hasmonean winter palacs in Jencho arcund 75 B, C. To thas category
widssizn the nocleus of the Western Palace and the theee small palaces, Mo, 11,
12 and 13, Al four were builc acgonding to the same proteype and each conained
an inner cowrt, an open hall reached through a desewos i antis south of the count
(fig. 26}, and a reception room cast of the open hall,

The MNarthern Falace, wh:il,:'l'-,1|:_'.l]:lr|.r|:'nl;1:.r served as the central Lun:mLmj.'.l.l]J:ﬂﬁ.l:::
on Masada, [as well as Herod's privare isolaced residence), was buile dormg the
second amd man stage in approxunmely 13 BoG The palace was bude on thoes
rock terraces an the noribem end of the mauntain, that resembles the Lacad of a

L& See: BJ 121, 5; Ant. 2% 4, 5

LT Sewr Burre|-Cilmaon=MNitmer, op. ox. 57,

& Sew T, Tsafear, The Deser Forteesses of Jude in the Second Temmple Metwd, in: The Jerasalam
Cathedra 2, Wayne Seare Universny Press (1982) 120- 145

L% See: E. Meteer, Mazvda I, Tesiel Yadin Excavations 1963-196%, The Baildinga: Stremezraphy
and Architecture {1921].
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Different srructures, which mose likely belonged 1y Herod's bural ste, womne
expased brtween the pool complex and the remnants of the lange palace. These
T O e GarEETe ol

1. A levoled couiese.

2, The “monumenzal building”.

3. A nuual badh.

4, Anunknown balcling which has so far vielded oaly large hagh-gqualny ashlar
LB,

The leseled course, messuring 350 3 30 m, was situated paralled to and nerth of the
Jarpe palace, and was most Dhely buile especially for the funeral procession (this
also fits in with Flavius' Josephus descriptioa). In the evervday life of the palace it
may have served as a formal ganden.

The menumental building was astracoure 15 % 14 moin size, 3 hall sureoumnded
by niches and pilasters, very much llee the famous “Trcliniwm™ at Peta®™ and
probably serving a sumibar purpose, Wot far from the monomental building a large
eitwal bath with vao entances was exposed.

West of the latter structure a Byrantine chusch, together with adacent struc-
tures, were uncovered, Integrmed imte this complex were large hewn stones, some
of therm ornamented, dear-cut coidence of an addiional monumens nearky seduch
in onr assumption may have heen the main facads e the b ieelf, sill undis-
covered (hy. 221 The omamented suones are typical of Jerusalem®s bl manu-
ments. The burial sne aself was most Iil‘l.L'l}' hewrn o the rock or buile imo the
ground,

Herexd's Heroulium hadl an abundance of waer, parily collecred fromn the rains
thar fell ar the zite, but mostly brooght via an aqueduet fram springs near Bethle-
bem. There is no doob dhat in additien © the girden in the poal compound,
menticaied abere, Herodium and its environs boasted many other gardens,

CARSAREA MARITIMA

Excavatons carcied oue by cheauthor in 19765 and agamn i 1990 amnd 1979215 (the
st tor seasems with the participation of Feon Universityd, on 2 promontsy west
of thee theater buik l‘l}-' Herod in Caesarea, revealed the remnantsaf a palace. Pacvof
this bulding, “the Fromomeory Palace”, measuring abour 110 = 55 m, were visible
(VLA prior o the excavations. & ma| o fedture evident at the center of this WMIigue
building, was a swimming pool, 35 = 18 m in size {fig. 23).

The excavaons were carricd out in the eastern. part of chis strucrure, the anly
ared ndl E'I{].'IDEII:'il tor the eHect of the waves. Here were uncovered several [.'-u'-!_ll';:

13 Seex Merzer, Qedem 13, 1981, 45.

14 S Lo L Levine=E. MNetzer, Fxcasarions a0 Caczares Maritma, Cedim 21, 1986,

15 See: B Bure K, Glenson-E. Mewer, Uncovering Tlered's Sedde Palhes, BAR 19, Mo, 3,
1993, 38-57. i
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and in Jenchir [as he mmplicsy®, one hall was narmed ater Awpusoos, and the othes
atrer Marcus Agrippa. It is possible that in their shaps as well, the halls in Jerusalem
wiete srtalae o one af Jericha s balls, the large rectangular one, covered with afws
secdile [21.11-'iJ:| 2% The brmal E.ﬂl.'!.‘l.l‘.‘]:lh ef the central p:]'.;l..:.:-u WETE ]'.Il:l_Jl,:l.1.|_'||_l.' also
similar tes the gardens ar Jeriche and Herodinm,

SUMMARY

,'._l].;-“ I:]‘:n! "|'|':-|"|'-.|.4.'-'-. I'I.I-i.li'ﬁ A '-.'-ﬂ:r'l.' |.'|.-|.|.'| pl:tu:rr." anetar -:1r|-1n'|:p:-||1:f_', 1]:-|'|:-'||:]-¢:|1'E| many”
pares of Herod's kingdon, the Lr; £est among, them heng ar Herodiom, larpe m
scale cven for the l-t-:-u.'m.u t-b-::ulu ar the ume, oo osafe 1o agsume that thac
structires, seeradicn, derived from ancient Hellenistic eradioons and the palaces of
Alexandon, Antoch, Pella and otter ciues. O che other band, Irom an archiec-
tural ".';E'-'.';'pl.':-'i.l:'ﬂ,_ ol Sam E']l'.-u.r']_'g.' deteet the dri'l.'-l.', |'_:|.:|rin|_=l and the wide RCLIPPLE %0
chavaciensie of King Henwd, which found expression, for example, n: the
MNorthern Palace ar Masada; che palace jurting into the seaur Cacsaren; the paliee
buaihan Jericho an Bath sides of Waci Cebt; and the rnonumental, palacial complos
at Hemsdium which perfectly blended wogether a palace, a capital of woparchey, a
fortress, mantnent o inmsortalize hus name, dnd kst bue oot lease, his tomb2,

24 Spe: B[ [ 21, 4,

2% See: E. Mecer, The Hersdian Tridink: A Frosorype for the Galilean-Type Synagesue, im: L,
1 Levane {eid ), Anoont Synagogues Revealed (19810 A fuller Hebrew version sas published
tn: Jerusabem in the second Temple Period (A Schalic Monmsorial Volume, 1961) 108-1158

2 See E, Dezer, Herod's Bullling Projecss Siece Mecessicy o7 Pernonal Meed? in: The
jli'rLlI.lJE:‘ll Coathiedni, "x:':.:.'ru.' Dimbc |._.||.'|i-..1.'rl;.i.|:_'!-' [rims |:'|'ﬁ|1] 4440,
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ehipy (figs. 27. 28 Tt contamed bedrooms and gues racms, and a small Boman-
stvbe bathhouse that was buik in the basement of the lower terrace [see fig, 29).
The palace’s mair, larire bathbwouse was sdjpeent 1o the upper terrace, thusserving
not only the residents of the Northemn [Mlace, bue alse residents of the ocher
palaces. Anather wang bl alongside dee palace, at the north-castem g of the
slorage coamponnil, apparemly Fulflled serrce and stomge functicns, During the
cecend and third stages, the aucleus of the Wesiern Falace was sigrificantlv
expanded. The cxpansive incloded service and storage wings thin mostc likely
served all of the palaces at Masada.

Coproe

Cypros is smategjcally locaved south of Wadi Qelr, on the highway leading from
Jericha 1o Jerusalem, also aftening a breadhtaking view of the Jordan valley’s
Luadscape. Tinring excsanions carmed ourin 197475, by the authar together with
. D, it begame chear that rmost of the remmaing ac the siee could be categporzed
as beloaging to palacial wings (fig. 3092 The sie was divided oo vwe, the lugher
soepiomn fthe smaller of the vea) located on che summit and the lewer section
spreading along & phrean covering abour one acre, abomt 33 m beneath the
summir, Ar this sie, many palacial rooms decerated i freseo and stucen were
exposcd, as were two bathhouses in the Boman-siyle, one located on the summi
and the other an the planzaw [figs, 31-32).

Archaeras

The rrcavations ar Machaerus headed by father ¥, Corbwo in 197B-82, exposcd
remainis, tough badly preserved, of foroliciions as well 25 a place nane?l. The
mast prosninent strocture is the Roman-style bathhouse, probably intemded bor
the king or his men during their st2y a1 this sie,

Alexandrien

Anang the very few remains exposad herein [980-81 by Y. Magen and ¥, Tsafnr,
WS A l.',.I:II_IIL_'!.'ﬂI'I'_‘I xurrﬂ-l.lnrlﬂ':l I.'a:r' -I_'I}]I}I'Ifli]‘llﬁ"u-.

Jenisalem

The palace in Jerusalem, like the palace in Jeriche, conwuned oo rich Teception
halls (he, 3% Tn our opinion, both i Jemsalem {as clearly suec by Josephus)

20 See: E. Netver, Cypros, Qadeneaic: £, 1973, 34-61 [in Hebsew].

A1 See: V. O, Corhe, Macherome, la repga-forte e errclinma, Liber Apgaeas 29, 1979, 315=120;
ilen, La foemezza <8 Macheronte {A] Mishaaqa), Liber Annwus 30, 1982, 35-370; V. L,
Comrba=5. LoHreda, Mucve acopere alks fonezza i Macherome, Liber Anmuas 21, 1951,
157-38h,

I3 Spe Y Taafnir-Y, Magen, Qadmonwet 17, 1984, 26-32 fn Hebrew).

23 See; B [ 21, 1; W 4, 4and Ane. XV 5, 5,
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Uig. 3: Remored Bometric view of the castern wing in Herod's second palsee ar Jerichi.
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Fig, % The bathhose of Herod's second palace an Jericho, fRang s




The P2leces Bl by Herod

Fig. [1: The ronnd fcoeicen in the bathhowse of Hened's thied palace,
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Fig. 15 Anal vicw of Tell ex-Samarar (the kappecdromes] and the adpeene conrse, Bcing noebmess,
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Hg. 19: A peneral view of she pool complex at Loweer Herodium (paetially restored), Bang narth
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Fig, 25: Resored plan of the
Promontsre Falace a1 Tacsar.
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Fig. 28z A resored plan of the narchem palace.



71 Masada's Morthern Palace, ficing south
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Figp. 31 Cyvpros uppor-badhouses cldanua,
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Fig. 32: Cypras kower-backheaze,
Eacing soih




Fir. 30: Canerad plan of Cyroms.
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Fig. 33: A model of Herod's palace at Jerusalem; designed by M. Avi-Yonah. {The three mulu-storied
towers at the background.)




