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RENEWED EXCAVATIONS sicpped poo] (which was laler eliminated): two other smizll rooms wi
Three more excavalion scasons were conducied at Lower Herodipm purpose is not known, and 4 nacrow service court ({or the heating syst

hetween 1997 and 2000 by an expedition of the Hebrew University of  entered through the palaesira.

Jerusalem under the direction of E. Netzer, with the assistance of Y. Kalman Radical alterations and some additions mark the bathhouse’s sec
and B. Lavreys-Chachy, The work concentrated in two areas: southwes: of  phase, Major changes took place i the caldacivim. Following the disy
the pool complex; and in the vicinity of the monumental building at the  tling of its heating system (the hypocaust), 2 heated switnming pool {g
western end of the “artificial cowse” an clongaied mao-made pladom 105 by 5.2 m) was bailt into this large room. The pool (piscing ool
north of the remaing of the large palace. was heated by a newly built installation, constructed at the expensc

EXCAVATION RESULTS

mche located al the center of the western wall (behind the service eo
The installation included two cauldrons on top of fumaces. Althongh

T'he large bathhouse at the southwestern comer of the pool complex.  large, the pool made bathing and swimming possible when winds or

excavated m parls in lthe 19805, was completely cxposed and pantizlly  weather ruled out swimming in the ponl complex.

reconstructed, The latest excavation results clearly indicste two distingt A circular room (4 m in diameter) was added in this phase. 8 was pre

phases within Herod's lilctime. ously identified a5 a lecoriven (gwesting room) but may hove functio
The earliest bathhouse comprised a peristyle coun (palacstra). 23 by as a caldarium {with a furnace of its own, to the east). The room 5

IS m in size, surrounded by colonnades; a dressing room {apodyterium);  claborately decorated with frescos and paved b mosaic, che ciroular fra

a large tepidarium: a spacious caldarium; a frigidarium consisting of a  of which boasted a vine desien with clusters of grapes. Also during

= 180
—

— WD

1 ; ety
i — 5RG
- - I 1

HE- R
g b siil- 3
T

| ~31
L |
s

7o

R -
e W
_ _____I W —
S
u [l
| S S S T Y.

1. The mtenumemal baldag; 2 A farpe mikeeh; 3. The Contral Chuzeli; 4. Romom wall builtas progection against falhog siones:
5. Herghan Usshipad strocane; 6. Mikoveh anached w he Usshaped sirecture; 7. Densely conaticted clastar of Byzantine dwellings,
F. Tlugc-omnm sirucince, ¥ Linewcinviged aned 31 e weslen edoe of e coutss 10, 1he pool comples’s soullem carmer

— ELOC

e e aogiioe wf st wirece g sl enevenenreisriend fenifzdeng, wfve Cerirol O, amd derLsEl coRsirnChed n"we‘f.l';ng VP By e
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phase the ongmal fogdariom v
dismantled and replaced by a sect
tepidarium: a new, partly rock-he
frigidarium was built adisining it
third tepidarium was now installed
the prtvanoe 1o the round caldarin
These two new tepidaria were il
decorated with froscos and mos
foors, which feawred colorful o
lral pamels. Several changes 1o
palacstra were carried out, incld
the addition ot a small, circular opd
air swimming poal in its cenleral
the breaching of a door betwesad
court and the newly installed pie
eafdi. The court’s western colonm
was aleo closed and attached todl
SErvice Court,

bMore fragments of a mag
cent Jawbeum, parts of which 5
cncouniered in the 19808,
its restoration by the lsrael M
um’s laboratory. This object, wi
carved heads of Silenus, was clam
imported. [t may have been a gift o
sented 10 Herrd hy Marens A pngg
following his wvisil w the sie
15 pce, and probably stood of
center of the round caldarivm, whi

ducted in the cxpansive hall, 110§
@ m, to the west of the pool compl
Worthy of note 15 an octagonal o
exposed at its cenler. opposiie/
center of the pool. This lage
which was surrounded by eng
columns on pedestals (at s
ners) and decorated with fress
might have been a throng room, A

cred throughout the excavated =
lo the east and southeast of
monumental building. Most of
buildings constructed in this pes
appavcutly svnved as deellings |
monastic community that engage
agricitliure, The renewed excavatl
vielded evidence lor this eccupa
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it form of 2 large winepress located in the northeastern corner of the
[t the center of the pool complex) and a well-preserved ol
below). A square four-room building (eriginally with two sto-
izt stood 10 the middle of the densely bult-up area was excavated
ilthe Central Church, Muost of this building's rooms were paved m
izantly white mosaics, Ameng the finds there was a beautifully
d horseshoe-shaped dinine ahle

ins of a large Herodian struciure were revealed below these Byz-
: tures, e main feature is a thick U-shaped foundation wall,
g belonging 1o o vestibule fronted by o portico. Adjacent (o the U-
wall was & mikvch consisting of two pouls. The U-shaped surucre
mikveh—baoth parl of what appears 1o have been an earlier tomb
were dismantled during Herod's reygn,

ial interest was a threc-room structure (25 by 7 m) located al
iEe’s southern side, 30 m eust of the momumental building, at the
g edoe of the densely constructed dwelling arca. This appears 10
fitially been a Herodian structure that was dismantied during the

st ened bathlomuye fpariiadly seconsirmcied), and tie s of Heradive i the
Backpivunrd, foking vourk

Byzantine period and shorily thereafier rebuilt upon the Herodian founda-
tons. s eastern room aow served as an oil press,

At its northern edee, the densely constructed Bwvrmmtine dwelling area
was hounded by a broad wall, constructed by the Romans inc. 70-71 ¢p
during the First Jewish Revolt, The 4.2-m wide wall, ¢. 30 m long, con-
sils of two stong faces with earthen fill between them. It was erected as
profection against large round stones that were rolled dow Ly tloc Jewish
rebels from the mountaintop. Dozens of such stones were exposed along
the soutlsin sidds uf this wull. which lies bevond the range of other projec-
tiles fired from the mountain. A Byzantine strect was exposed betwcen the
dwellings und this Roman wall,

The stratigraphy of the arca w the east of the monumental building
consisted of four strata (from bottom to top): (1) the annulled Li-shaped
stuctire, with adjacent mikveh: (?) the monumental building, the large
mikveh to its east, the three-room structure, and the artificial course,
apparently bualt for Herod's funeral procession: all of these structurcs
probably comprised Herod's tomb complex: (3) the Roman wall protect-
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imz ugamst falling stones: and {4} Bysantine structuras including the
(entral Church and the deascly constructed dwelling arca to its east.
The Dyzamine struchnys genvrally display two sub-phases, Additional
Bvzantine structures remain 10 be exposed on the nearby western section
of the course.

The question of the exact location of Herod's tomb remains unanswered.
The excavator believes that the artificial course and the monumenial Hudld-
inz with adjacent structures were parts of Herod's burial compound. The
onginal location of the well-carved Herodian ashlars (some decorated),
reused in the conatruction of the Central Church. also remains unknown.

Tacy would agpear 1o have been dismantied from the tomb entrance, lead-
m-: ino 0 eave or an undererouisd roon which has aol vet hoeon revealed,

of o2 freestanding monument which was entirely dismantled and Tooted
Lperhips the almovenemionsd threc-room strecturc), Further excarations
rary answer these questions,
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HILAZON TAHTIT CAVE

IDENTIFICATION

Hilazon Tahtit Cave is located on the bank ol Mabal Hilazon in the western
Galilee, some 14 ki fiom the Mediterrancan shoreline. The mouth of the
cave faces east and is sitaated at the foot of a limestone cliff, ¢ 120m
above the stream. The dome-shaped cave was formed by karstiv sctivity
that dicanlved the hard limestone of an eroded shelf of the Yanuch Forma-

tioy of the Tlpper Conomanian Age. The mierior surfice of the caf
L0 s m, with no evidence of a tront terrace,

In June 1904 T. 2. Berger and H. Khkalaily condurted a curfirz
lection on the mliurlal slope immediately below the cave. Thel
vontained Mousterian, Kebanmn, and Matulion arifacts. In 1995, o
co-direction of T. D. Berger (University of New Mexico) and L. Ga



