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SUMMARILS

the walls of this structure were built in the Byzantine period. its foundations were no
doubt, Herodian.

A unigque wall, 4.2 m wide (at least 30 m long), was exposed south of the ubove-
mentioned Byzantine Street. The wall was made of a substuntial fill {including
Herodian potiery. stucco and fresco), reinforced by stonc werrace walls on both sides.
The wall was probably built during the wntative Roman sicge on the Mountan-
Palace-Foriress, following the destruction ol the Second Temple in Jerusalem (as
reported by Joscphus Flavius). As an accumulation of ca, 20 rounded heavy stoncs
{ca. 35 cm in diameter) was exposed in a sounding along the southern side ol this
wall, it scems that the wall has been built in order to stop these stones, probably
rolled (rom the top of the mountain, by the Jewish rehels.

During the excavations, rerains of Herodian structures were found under the
Byzantine cluster. They consist of a U-shaped structure, 25 X 5 m in size (with
walls .25 m wide), fTunked al one side by two adjacent pools {each ca. 3 X 3 m,
probably a mikveh). The U-shaped structure was looted already in the Herodian
period. At the same period, a long-range terrace wall was built on 1op of one of the
adjacent pools. llowever, whereas the U-shaped structure is ca. 30 degree off the
common Herodian grid in Lower Herodium, the terrace wall was is in accordance
with it, The replaced structures might have belonged to an early version of Herod's
Tomb Estale.

There is a good probability that this structure, which predated the elongated
building tapparently both looted and later rebuilt, during the Byzantine period), had
been the source of the claborate Herodian stones, which were used for the
construction of the Central Church. The similarity in size of this elongated structure
and the replaced U-shaped structure, as well as its proximity 1o the large Herodian
mikveh (exposed in the 1980 east Monumental Building), point to the elongated

building as a potential source of these elaborate Herodian stones.

OLIVE OIL PRESS FROM THE BYZANTINE
PERIOD AT LOWER HERODIUM

Yakov Kalman
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

A well-preserved olive oil press was recently exposed at Lower Herodium.™ 1t

occupied a room, 7.8 X 5.5 m in size. entered through its northeastern corner. The

XIX
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SUMMARIES

The present article describes the story of the discovery of the scroll, its opening
and relevunt scholarship, Afterwards we will suggest an identification of a difficult
site, "MIN]" (Kahelet), mentioned in the scroll. According to the scroll. four or five
treasure troves were hidden at this site, together wath an additional copy of the scroll.

Kahelet - and there is no assurance that this is the same “Kahelet” - also appears
in several places in the Mishnah and the Talmud. Various identifications have been
proposed. In this article. a new iienufication is offered, suggesting to identify it with
the Ein Samiya Valley in the Samarian Desert. The identification is based on
geographical data in the descriptions in the scroll, a possible link 10 the conquests of
John Hyrcanus in Samaria, as well as in the preservation of the ancient loponym in
the name of the Wadi Kuheila, which flows through the Ein Samiya Valley.

Our principle approach is based on the assumption that the place names appearing
in the scroll alluded 1o names of locations that exisled during the Second Temple
period, Clearly it may not be concluded from Lus that the treasures described actually
existed.

NEW EXCAVATIONS AT LOWER HERODIUM,
EAST OF THE MONUMENTAL BUILDING

Fhud Netzer, Yakov Kalman & Rachel Lauris

The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

During the years 1997-2000. further excavations were conducted ut Lower Herodium,
cast of the “Monumenlal Building™. the large ritual hath 10 its east and the Byrantine
“Central Church” to ils south. In the course of these excavations, a cluster of
Byzantine structures, apparently alliliated o the Central Church (part of a
monasicry?), was exposed. At the southern edge of this clusier, a street, ca. 2 m
wide, wus revealed, lerminating in an open space, south of the church,

At the northern edge of the same cluster, at the fringe of the Herodian course (350
m long, siuated in front of the Monumental Building). an clongated Byzantine
structure, 25 X 8 m in size, was revealed, The clongated structure consisted three
rooms, the central one square and the two side ones rectangular, A well-preserved
olive o1l press was exposed in the eastern room amongst the three. Whereas all of
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